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Elizabeth “Libby” Kelley Rhoades
University of Houston Victoria
3007 North Ben Wilson
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journaltaskforce@txasp.org

October 27, 2010

Dear School Psychology Trainer,
The Texas Association of School Psychologists (TASP)  is developing an online, peer-reviewed journal to meet the needs of our members.  Our goal is to provide access to current research that impacts the practice of school psychology.  While we are soliciting articles from all of our members, we believe this may provide a particular opportunity for your students as they begin their professional and research careers.  
TASP TIPS is soliciting timely and original empirical research, theoretical articles, summaries of articles from related psychological and educational journals, test reviews, book reviews, and software reviews.  Qualitative and case-study research designs will be considered as appropriate.  We would welcome submissions for your students in any of these areas.  As you plan your courses this year, please consider if any of these activities might dovetail some of your course assignments or research requirements for your students.  I have attached a copy of our submission guidelines.
In addition, we would also like to include students in the editorial arm of this process.  You are welcome to nominate one of your school psychology graduate students who you feel might be interested in an opportunity to learn how the editorial review and publication process happens.  If you send me their name and email address, I can contact them directly with more details.
If you have any interest in being a guest or ad hoc reviewer for the TASP TIPS, we would welcome your help as well!  Please contact me with those areas you feel you are most interested in (for example, preschool assessment or interventions for girls with Asperger’s) and I will contact you when we have a need for your expertise.
Please feel free to contact me with any suggestions as we begin this exciting endeavor!

Sincerely,

Libby Rhoades

Elizabeth Kelley Rhoades, PhD, NCSP, LSSP
Chair, Ad Hoc Journal Task Force
Texas Association of School Psychologists

TASP TIPS:
Tools for Intervention and Practice in Schools

Tools for Intervention and Practice in Schools (TASP TIPS) is a publication of the Texas Association of School Psychologists (TASP).  It is an online, peer-reviewed journal that provides TASP members with access to current research that impacts the practice of school psychology.  
The primary purpose of TASP TIPS is to meet the needs of its members for information on research-based practices and empirically-based interventions in the field of school psychology.  To meet this need, TASP TIPS welcomes timely and original empirical research, theoretical articles, summaries of articles from related psychological and educational journals, test reviews, and software reviews.  Qualitative and case-study research designs will be considered as appropriate.

Instructions for Authors

General Submission Guidelines

All manuscripts should be submitted in the electronic form to Libby Rhoades, TASP TIPS Editor as an attachment to email at the following address journaltaskforce@txasp.org in either MS word (preferred) or .rtf format.  Submissions should be labeled with the manuscript’s title.  
It is assumed that any manuscript submitted for review is not being considered concurrently by another journal. Each submission must be accompanied by a statement that it is not been simultaneously submitted for publication elsewhere.  If the article has been submitted published previously in another journal or newsletter, the author should so indicate in order to obtain permission to reprint and to give proper credit to the original publishing source should it be accepted by TIP.  

Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to reproduce copyrighted material from other sources.  IRP approval should have been obtained and should be noted in all subjects involving human subjects.  Manuscripts and accompanying materials become the property of the publisher.  The editor reserves the right to edit the manuscript as necessary for publication if accepted.
Submissions should be typed, double-spaced with margins of one inch.  All articles should meet the requirements of the APA Publication Manual, 6th ed., in terms of style, references and citations.  They should be numbered consecutively throughout the document.  Illustrations should be provided as clean digital files in .pdf format with a resolution of 300 dpi or higher.  All illustrations should be submitted as separate files, not embedded in the text of the document.  Tables and figures may be embedded in the text.  A short descriptive title should appear above each table with a clear legend and any footnotes below.  
The Review Process
After receiving the original manuscript, it will be reviewed by the Editor and anonymously by two or more reviewers from the Editorial Board or individuals appointed on an ad hoc basis.  At times, Student Editorial Board members may also review and comment on manuscripts but heir evaluations are not considered editorial decisions.  Reviewers will judge manuscripts according to a specified set of criteria, based on the type of submission.  Submissions that are not of a type cited in this document will be evaluated using a modified set of these criteria as judged most appropriate by the Editor.
Upon completion of the initial review process, it will be returned to the original (primary) author with either (a) a preliminary target date for publication; (b) a request for minor editing or changes and speedy resubmission; (c) significant changes with an invitation for resubmission once these changes are made; or, (d) a decision that that the submission does not meet the requirements of TIP.

Original Empirical Research

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Are research questions clearly stated and presented in the context of the current literature?
	

	Are the research questions important, ones that would advance knowledge, test a theory or guide practice?
	

	Was a suitable research design, including statistical techniques if appropriate, used to answer the research questions?
	

	Was an adequate sample collected to answer the research questions?
	

	Was data analysis correctly conducted and results properly interpreted?
	

	Did the study findings turn out to be important?
	

	Was information presented clearly and in a manner that aided the reader’s understanding?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



Theoretical Articles

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Are research questions clearly stated and presented in the context of the current literature?
	

	Are the conclusions important?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



Research Article Summaries

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Does the review provide a clear citation of the article in APA format?
	

	Does the review clearly present the study’s research question in the context of the current literature and are the research questions important, ones that would advance knowledge, test a theory or guide practice?
	

	Does the review discuss the research design, sample and data analysis used in the study?
	

	Did the study findings turn out to be important?
	

	Does the review provide a brief summary or analysis of how the study results might apply to the practice of school psychology? 
	

	Was information presented clearly and in a manner that aided the reader’s understanding?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



Test Reviews

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Does the review provide a description of the test, the purposes of the assessment, identification of the target population, and the intended uses of the test could be presented?
	

	Does the review provide information about administration of the test and scoring procedures?
	

	Does the review describe how the test was developed, what underlying assumptions or theory guided the decisions about how to define the construct, and details on item development? 
	

	Does the review discuss the test’s standardization, reliability and validity?
	

	Does the review summarize the test’s strengths and weaknesses?
	

	Does the review provide a summary with recommendations for use of the test?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



Software Reviews

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Does the review provide a description of the software, the purposes of the software, its intended uses?
	

	Does the review provide information about the technical requirements and ease of use of the software?
	

	Does the review how the software might assist the practice of school psychology? 
	

	Does the review summarize the software’s strengths and weaknesses?
	

	Does the review provide a summary with recommendations for use of the software?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



Book Reviews 

	Question
	Reviewer Comments

	Does the submission fall within the purposes of the TASP TIPS and will its publication serve the members of TASP?
	

	Does the review provide a clear citation of the book in APA format?
	

	Does the review clearly present a basic summary of the book and its findings or premises?
	

	Does the review provide a brief summary or analysis of how the book might apply to the practice of school psychology?
	

	Was information presented clearly and in a manner that aided the reader’s understanding?
	

	Should the manuscript be accepted for publication?
	



*These submission guidelines were adapted by the editor from the work of Laurie Klose, the requirements of the NASP Communiqué (http://www.nasponline.org/publications/cq/cqguidelines.aspx), the APA journals (http://www.apa.org/pubs/authors/instructions.aspx), and the Mental Measurements Yearbook (http://www.unl.edu/buros/bimm/html/revieworg.html).
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